COMPULSORY ALLEGIANCE        6l

gradually gentler. But/ he added smiling, 'my heart is in my
brain/

The atmosphere of the whole Court was dependent largely on
the Emperor's moods. At table everyone watched his expression,
which varied from boisterous gaiety to a grimness which
was often terrifying. Once he considered that the Empress
was wearing too little jewelry at dinner and reproached her with
covering the greater part of her beautiful diamonds with her hair.
'I have told you so frequently/ he shouted, enraged, 'and it has
no effect/ 'When you marry/ he said, turning to Crown Prince
Ludwig, 'don't allow your wife to have moods/

The Emperor was usually in his best mood directly after dining;
that was the right time to approach him or to make a request.
The members -of his family took advantage of this, particularly
his sisters. Often he would take them aside and speak to them
for a long time, half hidden behind the window curtains. Ludwig
noticed how the beautiful Pauline Borghese in particular caressed
him and sat on his knee. The Bavarian Heir Apparent critically
watched Napoleon's every move. He realized that he was
extremely vain and eager to do everything to ensure that posterity
should appreciate all he did. The picture which portrayed
Bonaparte in Jaffa, touching a soldier's plague-boil while General
Bessi&res, who accompanied him, pressed his handkerchief to his
mouth as safeguard, was, at Napoleon's order, removed from the
gallery and hung in the room where he held audiences and where
diplomats and high officials from all over the world were received.
The decoration of the private chapel annoyed Ludwig most of all.
The sign of the Saviour was hardly anywhere in evidence whilst the
ostentatious imperial N. met the eye at every turn and pro-
claimed the bad taste of this upstart. 'Napoleon seeks fame for
one man only and that man is himself/ With these words Ludwig
closed his observations.1

The visit of the Bavarian Crown Prince was nearly over. It
was his intention to travel to Spain and in accordance with the
wish of both the Emperor and his father to broach the question
of a marriage between his sister and the Spanish heir to the Throne.
The latter was not to be given much time for reflection. Before
leaving the Court at Paris, Ludwig was anxious to remind Max

1 The foregoing descriptions are taken from notes made by Crown Prince
Ludwig when in Paris, between 10th February and 26th August, 1806. He
vouched for the truth of all his statements, and added: 'J'ai ecrit toutes ces
notes scrupuleusement.*